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MAJOR RELIGIOUS AID ARMED GROUPS 

*& SssM (£&2 M) &X9 WSl 

The adherents of this highly important religlous-polltioal sect profess 
Caodaisa, a faith vhioh alas at a synthesis of the sain moral and religions 
values of all the world's great religions. Under the spiritual and temporal 
leadership of the Caodai Pops at Tay Minh (South Vietnam) , they adadnister an 
autonomous territory, control inportant armed forces of their own, and fom 
the strongest organised nationalist political force in Vietnam, 

Date of formation i The Caodai Movement was formed in 1926 hy the 
Mandarin TOO VAN CHIBU. 


Program of the Movement i To enhance the fortunes of the Caodai religi- 
ous sect, spread its ideology, confirm and fortify its temporal power. 


Political Tendency J strongly nat/t on*1 letljg. 


Principal Area of Activity : South Viatnam, particularly Tay Ninh, Bentrt, 

/ Saigon7 Cantho, 'Bari a, Baclieu, Vinh Long, Camau (Oamau under Viet Minh control). 
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Main Leaders i PHAM COKQ-TAC. Van* af the NQUIEK THANH PHUOM G . 

Chinf of Staff nf the Acodai Armed Forces, also reported to be a leader of the 
Phuc Quoe Hoi; HGUTEN VANTflAliH, f oraer Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces f 
PHAM IUAN THAI, Caodai Delegate at Saigon) LB VAN HOACH, former Caodai Delegate 
at Saigon and now Vice President of the Council In the Tam Government) TRAM 
VAN TUIBN, Former Secretary of State to Prime Minister Tran Van Huu, also 
leader of the Phuc Quoo Hoi) TRIHH MINE THE, former Chief of Staff of the Caodai 
Armed Foroee, now leader of tho dissident Caodai National Resistance Movement » 

Strength qf th^ .Movement t The Caodai Movement is believed to have 
be|veen 1,000,000 and 1,500,000 adherents, led hy the Pope and, under him, 

3 Grand Can eors, 3 Cardinals, 36 archbishops, 72 bishops, and 3,000 priests, 

Armed Strength t The Caodai leaders claim total armed forces of some 
30,000 men. Of this number, only 10-20,000 are believed to be actually trained 
and equipped with weapons* 


Influence of the Movement t The Caodai exercises a major political influence 
• in Vietnam, is a principal focus of nationalist activity, and the strongest 
m organized nationalist political force in the eoutnry. 


Alliances t Dominant elements in the Caodai at this time appear close to 
the leaders of the Phuc Quoe Hoi and Dai Viet, 


< 

^ Organs: Caodaist publications at Tay Ninh, 

< Factions: The principal dissident faction within the Caodai Movement is 
that led by Col TRIHH MINH THE and reported elsewhere under "National Resistance 
Movement," Another schism exists between the sects at Tay Ninh and at Bentrt, 
while the "twelve united sects" of Camau have been and continue to r ema in 
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under Viet Kink control (led by the pro-Coasnanlet Caodai "Pop<* CIO TRI?U 
PH AT), At Saigpn, an insignificant cumber of adherents ere follovers of I- 
VAR HflACB, who has In effeet been expelled from the Caodai movement. 


Ste SaUgaal Bttlflteast ifeysaiai 

( Phong Trao Quoc Ola Khang Chian ) 


A militant nationalist political movement, with its own armed forces., 
which seceded from the flaodai Movement in mid§1951. 


Date of Formation i Angus t 1951 
y/' Principal Area of Activity i 8onth Vietnam 

Main Leader! Col TRIHH KISH THE, formerly Chief of Staff, Caodai Ai*«d 
Forces. ~ 

Party Strength! Unknown, Party probably numbers a few thousand adherents 
in South Vietnam, Its armed force may be estimated to number between l^QQ O 
and 2,000 poorly equippedjmt trained men. 

Party Influence! Col The’e group continues to be influential within the 
Caodai Movement at Tay Ninh as ^ell as within most nationalist circles in 
Saigon and -H ano i, " 




Party Alliances » Party is dose to the Caodai Movement, to the Pht»c <ataoc 
Hoi, to the Dai Viet and to the V.N.Q.D.D, 


/ Organs! The party has a clandestine publication, spearing irregular /y 
C in Saigon, and a clandestine radio station which broadcasts daily political 
\ commentaries on the news. 




Factions: None known. 


Ifee Hoa Hao Movement 

The adherents of this Important political-religious sect profess a faith 
based on "littel vehicle" Bhuddism but rejuvenated through the dootrines of a 
magic faith-healer who created the movement in South Vietnam some fifteen years 
ago. The Hao Hao have no single tenporal or spiritual leader and are split into 
sects which control autonomous areas and armed forces of their own. 

Date of Formation! 1939 

Program! To enhance the fortunes and protect the powers of the Hao Hao 
sects. 


Political Tendency! No strong uniform tendency can be discerned. The 
movement cannot, therefore, be considered a nationalist foroe in the save Sense 
as the ftaodal. The leaders are more akin to independent warlords seeking to 
enhance their own fortunes. 


/ 




Xuyen, Cao 



Lea of Activity! South Vietnam, particularly Ohaudoe, long 
Sadec, VinSTXong, Cantho, Oai Vpn. 
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Main Leaders t TRAN VAN SOAI. Camnander of the largest Heo Hao Group at 
Cel Von | NOUTEN QIAC NQO, Commander of the Dinh Eoa clan; Col LAM THANH NQUT©*, 
at Chaudopj Qpl LB QUANQ VI NH, also known ae BA COT, at Thot Hot. 

Strength of the Movement* There are believed to be approximately 50.000 
Hoa Hao adherents in the Cochinchina Delta . • 

j| strength * The Hoa Hao dispose of about 8,000 armed men organised 
■^-Uto mobile units called Dal Dol. Another 7,000 semi-trained unarmed men is 
believed to swell the ranks of the Hao Hao armed force to approximately 15,000 , 

Influence of the Movement* By virtue of its numbers and of its armed forces, 
the Hao Hao exercises a major Influence In Vietnamese politics, particularly 
In South Vietnam, ^ 


Alliances* Fluctuates according to the individual leaders. 
Organs : Unknown 

Factions* See under Leaders, above, 

The Hjnh Xuren Group 


Although professing to be a "national resistance" group, the Binh Xuyen 
is an armed group having no defined political program and in reality a gang 

7 B>®niK*vTP« 0r ppofi * plunder on the part of its members and leader, Qep 
Lie* VAN YI£N V ■ - J 


Date of Formation* 1945 


Program: To enhance the personal fortunes of members of the Binh Xuven 

! :<*QUp. ^ 

Political Tendency* None ^ 

. Fn^upipal Anea of Activity* Control is exercised over a restricted area 
about six miles wide and twnety miles deep, separated from Cholon (twin city to 
'■-algon; by the Canal de Doublement, Headquarters are adjacent to Cholon on 
. '•he south bank of the Canal, 

Main Leader * Gen L E VAN V IEN. also known as BAI VIEN. 

' “ »■ 

Strength of the Movement* About 2,500 armed and relatively well-disciplined 

tP0 ?P s » recruited from the Cholon slums through an elaborate network of informers 
ana wiu^s ^ 


Influence* This movement exercieea great influence in 
of Saigon, and indirectly in the city of Saigon, 


Cholon, in the peri 


£hfi Uni tee dft Defense Chretlcno ( U.M.D.C .) 

A Roman Catholic militia formed to defend Catholic communities in’ the 
Coohinchina Delta* 


Date of Formation* 1947 
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Programs To defend the Bentre Catholics against Communist and other armed 
depredations and to enhance the power of the militia leader, 

i 

Political Tendency* None. 

Principal Area of Activity! All Bentre Province, South Vietnam, 

Main Leader! Col LEON LERO I. 

Strength of the Movement! About 6,000 veil-equipped and veil-trained troops. 

Influence! The movement exercises little influence outside of Bentre Province, 

The Vietnamese Catholics 

There is no organised Catholic political party in Vietnam, There are, 
however, various groups of Catholics loosely organized under several major ifiy 
and religious leaders. Although bound ohly by their common religious faith, 
the Vietnamese Catholic leaders exercise a major political influence in Vietnam, 
Their tendency is strongly nationalistic! both anti-french and anti-Conmninist, 

Estimated Total Number of Catholics in all Vietnam! Between 2,000,000 end 

3 , 000 , 000 . ' 

Estimated Number of Catholics in Non-fiet MLnh Areas; 1,500,000, 

Main Catholic Religious Leaders! Msgr, LE HUU TO, Bishop of Phat Diem} 

Msgr. PHAM NGOC CHI, Bishop of Bui Chuj Msgr, NGO DINH THOC, Bishop of Vinh 
Long} Msgr, TRINH NHO KOE, Bishop of Hanoi} MBgr, HOANG VAN DOAN, Bishop of 
Bao Ninht MBgr, TRUONG CAO DAI, Bishop of Haiphong; Msgr, TRAN HUU DUO. Bishop 
of Vinh (Under ^iet MLnh Control), 

Main Catholic Lay Leaders! NGO DINH DIME, Leading attentlste politician, 
brother of NGO DINH THUC i NGO DIHH NHU, Central Viatnam Catholic leader my* 
brother of DIEM and THUCi TRAN VAN LT, former Governor of Central Vietnam} LB 
QUANG LUAT, North Vietnam leader of the "Catholic Socialists"} TRAN TRUNG DUMA, 

North Vietnam Journalist} Father HOANG QUTNH, leader of Catholic nationalist graflp 
in Haiphong. 


Thg Vjetqamftgg Buddhists 

There is no organized political movement of Buddhists in Vietnam, Certain 
individual Buddhist bonzes (prleBts) and lay leaders, however, are influential 
in Vietnamese politics. Among them are! The Venerable Reverend TO LIEN, Leader 
of the Buddhist Coraraunisty in Vietnam} NQUXEN DINH DONG, North Vietnam Buddhist 
leader} the Venerable PHAM TRI QUANG, Central Vietnam} the Venerable PHAN MINH, 
South Vietnam. 


INDEPENDENT NATIONALIST " ATTEHTISTES" 

The following political leaders, not mentioned elsewhere in this report, a*d 
not known to he affiliated to any one party or group, may nonetheless be lpoSely 
grouped together as prominent attentiste (fence-sitter) nationalist politicians t 
NQUTEN YUAN CHU, Hanoi Dentist} HOANG CO BINH, Hanoi Editor of newspaper Glefi^ Bong 
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NGUXXH THE TRUIEH, Hanoi Municipal Councillor and Saigon Editor of newspaper 
t$Aai du Petg>le; b? TQAN, Hanoi ; PHAM HOE, Saigon businessman; MICHAEL VAN VI, 
Saigon businessman; TRAN TRONG KIM, Former Prime Minister (under Japanese occu- 
pation^ now at Hanoi; TRAN VAN DO, Saigon physician. 



